The review screening and data extraction has 4 stages, namely: 2. Studies set in South Africa, though may be part of multi-country studies, such as those involving Southern African countries. Studies that address 'Southern Africa' as a broad topic, and do not include South Africa specifically are excluded:
1) Search strategy (Stage 1)
Two databases were searched: Medline (Pubmed) and Web of Science. Articles published in the past 10 years in Pubmed were included and in the last 5 years in Web of Science. The Web of Science search was restricted to the last 5 years as the search engine for that database is less sensitive than Pubmed, and thus longer time periods result in large number of 'hits', making the review not feasible.
Pubmed will be searched using a combination of free text terms and Mesh codes.
The Pubmed search strategy consists of: Each title/abstract will be coded according to the coding system that was finalised after piloting of potential codes. Definitions are provided in the box below for each code.
Each article must be coded within only one of the categories shown in Box 1 (aside from articles coded as 'Background', which must be coded with one of the other codes. Thus, aside from the code 'Background', the categories are mutually exclusive.
Instructions for duplicate articles
Some duplicate articles may be found, the first of the duplicate articles as include/exclude or query, and then the subsequent duplicate article(s) to be coded as duplicates.
Query code: If you are unclear, code the study as a "QUERY unclear". You must note the reason you are unclear.
Eligibility criteria and coding of included articles Use a low threshold for classifying articles as requiring a full text search (i.e. if in doubt, include the article). Thus, if it is possible that an article might be relevant, mark it as requiring full text assessment. The plan is to over-include during the screening of title/abstract, and then, if required, to exclude later on review of the full text. By 'over-including', we attempt to work on an abstract once only, and not to return to it at a later time.
Instructions for coding on title and abstract 1. Some duplicate articles may be found, please code the first of the duplicate articles as include/exclude or query, and then code the subsequent duplicate article(s) as duplicate.
2. If the study does not meet all the inclusion criteria then EXCLUDE it. For excluded articles, mark only one code. Mark the highest option, e.g. if an article describes a study among animals (not human) and is in Spanish, then mark "Not human" as "Not human" is higher on the list than "Language".
2.1
Language Studies have to be set in South Africa, and may be part of multi-country studies, such as those involving Southern African countries. Studies that address Southern Africa as a broad topic, and do not include South Africa specifically are excluded: South Africa must be directly addressed in a paper for it to be included.
The 'unit' that is studied varies considerably. Studies to be included in the review may be provided directly to individuals or groups of people; indirectly to health or other kinds of staff who then deliver an intervention; to houses, health facilities or other types of structures, among other possibilities.
Mark articles as 'Query' if at all uncertain.
Variables to extract in screening of titles and abstracts (Stage 2)
3) Screening of Full Text articles in Stage 3
Here, we screen the full text of all articles coded during screening of Titles/Abstract as: Include or
Query. In this stage, the full text articles are checked to ensure that the codes applied when the titles and abstracts were screened are correct. Screening is done by a single reviewer.
Please confirm that the PDF that was uploaded is the same as the abstract, some errors in uploading may occur. Delete the PDF if it is the incorrect one.
Perform Full Text Screening, by checking the article is eligible, and reclassify the codes applied during screening of the Title/Abstract, if required.
Note that some articles that were included on screening of title and abstract will be excluded on review of full text. If the full text article does not meet the inclusion criteria then EXCLUDE it. For excluded articles, mark only one code. The exclude category uses a hierarchy approach, whereby the reviewer must mark only the exclusion criteria highest on the list that applies to the study, e.g. if an article describes a study among animals (not human) and is in Spanish, then mark "Not human"
as "Not human" is higher on the list than "Language".
Each article must be coded within only one of the following categories: duplicate; exclude (only one exclude category, the highest applicable category); duplicate, include (mutually exclusive categories, or query.
When screening full text articles, exclude those that only cover Climate Change adaptation.
Codes for screening of full text articles are: We will extract data from included articles. We will not assess the quality of the research, as there are multiple study designs and we are not doing a full extraction of study outcomes.
Data extraction will be done by a single reviewer. Extraction is based on the abstract and full text of articles. All included articles are to be extracted, regardless of study design.
Additional references from studies done outside of South Africa may be used if relevant and not evidence exists on the topic from South African studies.
Variables to be extracted were piloted and then finalised. Data will be extracted into a Microsoft
Excel document by a single reviewer.
Variables to be extracted are defined here. Mark N/A (not applicable) if a field does not apply.
The kind of data extracted during writing of the paper will vary by topic, type of article and setting.
The data presented in each paper will be used to draft the text of the paper and from the basis for the findings reported in the paper. Each included article will be referenced after the text which was drawn from that article. Articles that cover similar topics will be grouped together to provide a summary of the findings from studies on the topic. Variables to be extracted from full text of all articles included after screening of full text.
